
BUT 

2. Buftling; a£live; meddling. 

The next thing which {he waking looks upon, 

Un meddling monkey, or on bufy ape. 

She (haH purfue it with the foul of love. Shakcfp. 

T his bufy pow r is working day and ni^ht : ? 

For when the outward fenfes reft do take, ° 

,„ A L th n ouf f nd dreams, fantaftical and light, 

VVith flutt ring wings, do keep her ftill awake. Davies 
1 he coming fpring would firft appear, 

And all this place with rofes ftrow, 

1 IMy fect would let them grow. 

All written fince that time, feem to have little more than 
events we are glad to know, or the controverfy ' of opinions 
ercin the bujy world has been fo much employed. Temple 
Religious motives and inftincts are fo bufy in the heart of 
every reasonable creature, that no man wouldhope to govern a 

•T'o 0 Bn'sv WlthOU Vr CgUrd u t0 th ° fe P rinci P les - JMfon. Freeholder. 

Tl, “' pl0,i ,oenpEe: w 

He in great paflion all this while did dwell. 

More bufying his quick eyes her face to view, 

~ an 1IS doll ears to hear what fhe did tell. Fairy Ducen, b. i. 

- . e P“-'afure : which I took at my friend’s pleafure herein, 
idly bufud me thus to exprefs the fame. Cornu's Survey. 

. My Harry, 

Be it thy courfe to bufy giddy minds 
With foreign quarrels. Shake#. Henry IV. p. ii. 

While they were bufed to lay the foundations, tlieir build- 
ings were overthrown by an earthquake, and many thoufands 
of tlie Jews were overwhelmed. Raleigh's Hi /lory. 

1 he points which bufed the devotion of the firft ages, and 
the cunofity of the later. De *f Piety. 

he ideas it is bufed about, fhould be natural and congenial 
ones, which it had in itfelf. Locke. 

1 he learning and difputes of the fchools have been much bu- 
fud about genus and fpecies. Locke. 

For the reft, it muft be owned, he does not bufy himfelf, by 
entering deep into any party, but rather fpends his time in a£l$ 
of hofpitality. 

Bu sv body. n. f. [from oufy and body . J A vain, meddling, fan- 
taftical perfon. 

Going from houfe to houfe, tatlcrs and bufybodies, are the 
canker and ruft of idlenefs, as idlenefs is theruft of time. 

. Taylor's Holy Living. 

Bufybodies and intermeddlers are a dangerous fort of people 
to have to do withal. L'Ejirange. 

She is well acquainted with all the favourite fervants, bufy- 
bodies, dependants, and poor relations of all perfons of condi- 
tion in the whole town. Spcftator, N° 437. 

BUT. conjunct, [btrce, bur an, Saxon.] 

1. Except. 

An emiflion of immateriatc virtues we are a little doubtful to 
piopound, it is fo prodigious : but that it is fo conftantly a- 
vouched by many. Bacon. 

Who can it be, ye gods ! but perjur’d Lycon ? 

Vi ho can infpire fuch ftorms of rage, but Lycon ? 

Where has my fword left one fo black, but Lycon ? 

Smith's Phcedra and Hippelitus. 
Your poem hath been printed, and we have no objection but 
the obfeurity of fever a! paflages, by our ignorance in fails and 
perfons. Swift. 

2. Yet; ncverthelcfs. It femetimes only enforces yet. 

Then let him fpeak, and any that {hall ftand without, fhall 
hear his voice plainly ; but yet made extreme fharp and exile, 
like the voice of puppets : and yet the articulate founds of the 
words will not be confounded. Bacon’s Nat. Hif. N° 155. 

Our wants are many, and grievous to be born, but quite of 
another kind. Swift. 

3. The particle which introduces the minor of a fyllogifm ; now. 

If there be a liberty and poflibility for a man to kill himfelf 
today, then it is not abfolutely neceflary that he fhall live till 
tomorrow ; but there is fuch a liberty, therefore no fuch ne- 
ceflity. Bramhall againf Hobbes. 

God will one time or another make a difference between the 
good and the evil. But there is little or no difference made in 
this world : therefore there muft be another world, wherein 
this difference fhall be made. Watts's Logick, Introdutl. 

4. Only ; nothing more than. 

If my offence be of mortal kind, 

That not my fervice, paft or prefent forrows, 

Can ranfom me into his love again ; 

But to know fo, muft be my benefit. Shakcfp. Othello. 

And but infirmity, 

Which waits upon worn times, hath fomething feiz’d 
His wifh’d ability, he had himfelf 

'Fhe lands and waters meafur’d. Shake fp. Winter's Tale. 

What nymph foe’er his voice but hears, 

Will be my rival, though fhe have but ears. Ben. Johnfon. 

No, Aurengzebe, you merit all my heart. 

And I’m too noble but to give a part. Dryden. 

Did but men confidcr the true notion of God, he would ap- 
pear to be full of goodnefs. Tillotfon. 


BUT 

If a render examines Horace's art of 
He 6 ” in » I >M> ^ may no, rniet with L 

Prepar'd I Hand : he was i,„ born ,o 

5 . TW “ fuffer al,d to dic ' P-y. 0,1, fo. 

The full moon was no fooner up, and fhinim? in ,11 • 
bnghtnefs, but he privately opened the gate of paradife. ^ 

6 . But that; without this confequence that. Guareiiar '^ i6 7 - 
rrofts that conftrain the ground, 

Do feldom their ufurping power withdraw. 

But raging floods purfue their hafty hand. n . , 

7. Otherwife than that. } Dr &«- 

It cannot be but nature hath fome diredlor of 
power. ,0 guide he, in all her ways. StftA f . " 

VVho fhall believe, ^ 

s. »!££!: rcvcra,cc of r™ 8 ] »“ •’ su, /p . 

A genius fo elevated and unconfincd as Mr. Cowley’s, was 
but neceflary to make Pindar fpeak Englifh. Dnden 

9. By any other means means than. ^ 

Out of that will I caufe thofe of Cyprus to mutiny : whofe 
qualification fhall come into no truetafte again, but by tranf- 
plantmg of Caffio. Shakefp/OtMJo. 

xo. If It were not for this ; if this were not. J 

.. Believe me, I had rather have loft my purfe 
: u °* cruzades. And but my noble Moor 
Is true of mind, and made of no fuch bafenefs. 

As jealous creatures are, it were enough 
Fo put him to ill-thinking. ° Shakcfp. Othello. 

1 hcrc do g-vc thee that with all my heart, 

Vv hich, but thou haft already, with all my heart 
1 would keep from thee. ‘ Shakcfp. Othello. 

11. However; howbeit. 

I do not doubt but I have been to blame ; 

But? to purfue the end for which I came. 

Unite your fubjedls firft, then let us go. 

And pour their common rage upon the foe. Diyden. 

12. It is ufed after no doubt , r.o queftion, and fuch words, and fig- 
nines the fame with that. It fometimes is joined with that. 

Fhey made no account, but that the navy fhould be abfolute- 
ly mafter of the fcas. Bacon's War with Spain. 

1 fancied to myfelf a kind of eafe in the change of the pa- 
roxyfm ; never fufpccling but that the humour would have 
wafted itfelf. Drydetu 

I here is noqueftion but the king of Spain will reform moft 
of the abufes. Addifon on Italy. 

13. That. Fhis feems no proper fenfe in this place. 

It is not therefore impoflible, but I may alter the complexion 
of my play, to reftore myfelf into the good graces of my fair 
criticks. Drydctt’ s Aurengzebe, Preface. 

14. Otherwife than. 

I fhould fin 

To think but nobly of my grandmother. Shakcfp. Tempef. 

15. Even; not longer ago than. 

Beroe but now I left ; whom, pin’d with pain. 

Her age and anguifh from thefc rites detain. Dryden. 

It is evident, in the inftance I gave but now, the confciouf- 
nefs went along. Locke. 

1 6. A particle by which tlie meaning of the foregoing fentence is 
bounded or reftrained. 

Thus fights Ulyfles, thus his fame extends, 

A formidable man, but to his friends. Dryden. 

17. An objective particle; yet it may be objected. 

But yet, madam 

I do not like but yet ; it does allay 
1 he good precedence ; fie upon but yet ! 

But yet is as a jaylour, to bring forth 
Some monftrous malefaflor. Shakcfp. Antony and Cleopatra. 
Muft the heart then have been formed and conftituted, be- 
fore the blood was in being ? But here again, the fubftance of 
the heart itfelf is moft certainly made and nourifhed by the 
blood, which is conveyed to it by the coronary arteries. Bentl. 

18. But for; without; had not this been. 

Rafh man ! forbear, but for fome unbelief. 

My joy had been as fatal as my grief. Waller. 

Her head was bare, 

But for her native ornament of hair. 

Which in a fimple knot was ty’d above. Dryclen’s Fables. 

When the fair boy receiv’d the gift of right. 

And, but for mifehief, you had dy’d for fpight. Dryden. 
BUT. n.f [bout, French.] A boundary'. 

But , if I afk you what I mean by that word, you will anfwer, 

I mean this or that thing, you cannot tell which ; but if I join 
it with the words in conilrudlion and fenfe, as, but I will not, 

a 
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BUT 

a but of wine, hutsuA boundary, die ram will but, iW at but, 
the meaning of it will be as ready to you as any other word. 

b Holder s Elements of Speech. 

But. n.f [In fea language.] The end of any plank which joins 
to another on the outfide of a ftiip, under water. Hart is. 
But-end. n.f [from but and end.] The blunt end of any 

thing; die end upon which it refts. , 

TFe referve of foot galled their foot with fevcral volhes, and 
then fell on them with the but-ends ot their mulkets. Clarendon. 

Thy weapon was a good one when 1 wielded it, but the but- 
end remains in my hands. Arbuthnot s John Bull. 

Some of the foldicrs accordingly pulhed them forwards with 
the but-ends of their pikes, into my reach. Gulliver s TravtiS. 
BUTCHER, n.f. [boucher, Fr.] • 

j. One that kills animals to fell their flefh. 

The fhepherd and the butcher both may look upon one flieep 
with pleafing conceits. Sidney. 

Hence he learnt the butcher’s guile. 

How to cut your throat, and fmile ; 

Like a butcher doom’d for life, 

hi his mouth to wear his knife. Swift. 

2. One that is delighted with blood. 

Honour and renown are bellowed on conqucrours, who, for 
the moft part, are but the great butchers of mankind. Locke. 
ToBu'tcher. v. a. [from the noun.] To kill ; to murder. 

In fuff ’ring thus thy brother to be llaughter’d. 

Thou fheweft the naked pathway to thy life. 

Teaching flern murder how to butcher thee. Shakcfp. R. II. 

Uncharitably with me have you dealt. 

And fliamcfully by you my hopes are butcher'd. Shakcfp. 
The poifon and the dagger are at hand to butcher a hero, 
when the poet wants brains to fave him. Dryden s Don Sebajl. 
Butchers-broom, or Kneeholly. n.f. [rrfeus, Lat.] 

T he flower-cup confifts of one leaf, cut into feveral divi- 
vifions, out of which is produced a globular bcll-fhaped flower, 
confifting alfo of one leaf, in the center of which rifes the poin- 
tal, which afterwards becomes a foft roundilh fruit, in which 
are inclofed one or two hard feeds. It is very' common in the 
woods, in divers parts of England, and is rarely cultivated in 
gardens. The roots arc fometimes ufed in medicine, and tlie 
green fnoots are cut and bound into bundles, and fold to the 
butchers, who ufe it as befoms to fweep their blocks; from 
whence it had the name of butchers-broom. Millar. 

Bu’tcherliness. n.f. [from butcherly .] In a butcherly manner. 
Bu'tcherly. adj. [from butcher.] Cruel; bloody; barbarous. 
T here is a way, which, brought into fchools, would take a- 
way this butcherly fear in making of Latin. Afcham s Schoolm. 

What ftratagems, how fell, how butcherly , 

This deadly quarrel daily doth beget ! Shakcfp. Henry VI. 
Bu'tchery. n.f. [fro m butcher.] 

1 . The trade of a butcher. 

Yet this man, fo ignorant in modern butchery , has cut up half 
an hundred heroes, and quartered five or fix mifcrable lovers, in 
every tragedy he has written. Pope. 

2. Murder ; cruelty ; flaughtcr. 

If thou delight to view thy' heinous deeds. 

Behold this pattern of thy butcheries. Shakcfp. Rich. II I. 
The butchery , and the breach of hofpitality, is reprefented in 
this fable under the mafk of fricndfhip. L’Ejirange. 

Can he a fon to foft remorfe incite, 

Whom goals, and blood, and butchery delight ? Dryden. 

3. The place where blood is filed. 

1 his is no place, this houle is but a butchery ; 
or Ah , h n do not enter it. Shakcfp. As you like it. 

BU 1 LER. n.f. [ bouteilier , Fr. boteler, or bo tiller, old Englifh, 
from bottle \ he that is employed in the care of bottling li- 
tahl'urs ] ^ k rvant ‘ n a family employed in furnifhing the 

Butlers forget to bring up their beer time enough. Swift. 

U rLE j lA GE. n. f [from butler.] The duty upon wines im- 
ported, claimed by the king’s butler. 

I hole ordinary finances are cafual or uncertain, as be the 
efcheats, the cuftoms, butlerage , and impoft. Bacon 

Bu tlership. n f. [from butler.] The office of a butler. ‘ 
Bu tment. n.f. [aboutement, Fr.J That part of the arch which 
joins it to the upright pier. 

The fepporters or hutments of the faid arch cannot fuffer fo 
BUTT. V » / nC [A«r Fr prCCedent flat pofture - iVotton. 

x. Hie place on which the mark to befhot at is placed. 

He calls on Bacchus, and propounds the prize ; y 
a j £ ro ° m hls fellow groom at butts defies, ( 

nd “J-nds his bow, and levels with his eyes. J 

2. he point at which the endeavour is directed. 

Be not afraid though you do fee me wcapon’d ; 

Mere ls my journey’s end ; here is my butt, 

X The IIS' f ?'f 1Urk ? f mv journey’s end. Shakcfp. Othello 
3 ‘ rl&d J a ‘ m 5 thC dlm 2 againft which any atfack is di- 

agJn h ftw^ 0 P mallThT ^ m ° ft C ? mmon 'P lace , and the butt 
O wnom all the arrows were directed ru.. 1 

man Upon whotn t!l « company break their jefts, 


Dryd. 


BUT 

I played a fentence or two at my butt, which I thought \ cty 
fmart, when my ill genius fuggefted to him fuch a reply as gor 
all the laughter on his fide. Speilator, N° 1 75* 

5. A ftrokc given in fencing. 

If difputes arife 

Among the champions for the prize ; 

To prove who gave the fairer butt, _ 

John fhews the chalk on Robert’s coat. Prior. 

Butt. n.f. [burr, Saxon.] A veffel ; a barrel containing one 
hundred and twenty fix gallons of wine; a butt contains one 
hundred and eight gallons of beer ; and from fifteen to twenty 
two hundred weight, is a butt of currans. 

I efcaped upon a butt of fack, which the failors heaved over- 

. board. . Shakcfp. Tem-JcJl. 

To Butt. v. a. [ botten , Dutch.] To ftrike with the head. 

Come, leave your tears : a brief farewel : the bcaft 
With many heads butts me away. Shakcfp. Coriolanus. 

Nor wars are fecn, 

Unlefs, upon the green, 

Two harmlefs lambs are butting one the other. IVotton. 

A fnow-white fleer, before thy altar led. 

Butts with his threat’ning brows, and bellowing {lands. 

Dryden’ s JEneid. 

A ram will butt witli his head, though he be brought up 
tame, and never faw that manner of fighting. Rayon the Cr. 

BUTTER, n. f. [buttepe, Sax. butyrurn , Lat.J 

1 . An undluous fubftance made by agitating the cream of milk, 
till the oil feparates from the whey. 

And he took butter and milk, and tlie calf which he had 
dreffed, and fet before them. Gen. xviii. 8. 

2. Butter of antimony. A chymical preparation, made by unit- 

ing the acid fpirits of fubliinate corrolive with regulus of anti- 
mony. It is a great cauftick. Harris. 

3. Butter of tin , is made with tin and fublimate corrofive. This 

preparation continually emits fumes. Harris. 

To Bu'tter. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To ftnear, or oil with butter. 

’Twas her brother, that, in pure kindnefs to his horfe, but- 
tered his hay. Shake fp. King Lear. 

Words butter no parlhips. L’Ejirange. 

2. To encreafe the flakes every throw, or every game : a cant 
term among gamefters. 

It is a fine fimile in one of Mr. Congreve’s prologues, which 
compares a writer to a buttering gamefter, that flakes all his 
winning upon one caft ; fo that if he lofes the laft throw, he 
is fure to be undone. Addifon. Freeholder , N° 40. 

Bu'tterbump. n.f. A fowl ; the fame with bittourn. 

Bu'tterbur. n.f. [petafites, Lat.] 

It is a plant with a flofculous flower, confifting of many flo- 
rets, divided into many parts, fitting on the embryo, and con- 
tinued in a cylindrical empalcment, divided alfo into many 
parts; the embryo becomes afterwards a feed furnifhed with 
down, and the flowers appear before the leaves. It is ufed in 
medicine, and grows wild in great plenty by the fides of 

_ ditches - “ Millar. 

Bu TTERFLOWER. n.f A yellow flower, with which the fields 
abound in the month of May. 

Let weeds, inftead of buttcrfcw'rs , appear. 

And meads, inftead of daifics, hemlock bear. Gay. 

Bu'tterfly. n.f [burceppleje, Saxon.] A beautiful infedt, 
fo named bccaufe it firft appears at the l e ginning of die fcafen 
for butter. 

Eftfoons that damfcl, by her heav’nly might. 

She turned into a winged butt erf y. 

In the wide air to make her wand’rin" flight. Ster.fer 

Tell old tales, and laugh F J " 

At gilded butterfies ; and hear poor roguefe 
Talk of court news. “ Shakcfp. King Lear. 

And fo betel, that as he caft his eye 
Among the col worts on a butterfy , 

Th !T K fal f ? Cynard j. Dryden’s Fables , 

1 Hat which feems to be a powder upon the wings of a bnt- 

terfy, is an innumerable company of extreme fmall feathers 
not to be difeemed without a microfcope. Grew 

Bu tteris. n.f. An inftrument of fleel fet in a wooden handle 
uled in paring the foot, or cutting the hoof of a horfe. Farr D 

rF’lT*' H [*»*'■»«• a«d The whey that is 

feparated fi om the cream when butter is made. 

A young man, who was (alien into an ulcerous confumption 
evoted himfelf to buttermilk , by which foie diet he recovered! 

T , f r . . Harvey on Confumptions. 

The feurvv of manners is cured by acids ; as ripe fruits le- 
mons, oranges, buttermilk ; arid alkaline fpirits hurt them. * 

B u’t t e r print, n. f [ from butter and print.] A piece^ Teamed 
wood, ufed to mark butter. 

A butterprint , in which were engraven figures of all fore, a 
foes, applied to the lump of butter, left on^t SJ fare 7o2 
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